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Dear Folks,

I enjoyed Sarah's letter of November 1llth very much;

% arrived yssterday, I am so glad that Grandpa came down to
célebrate his and Daddy's birthday in Nawark. I do hop# he will
be alive when Janis's bapby comes, as I em sure hse will bs the
happisest man in the whole country ths day he becomes a great-
grandfathar,

I was very sorry %o hear that Sarah broke her tos, and
I think it was very meen of Dad to go off dancing and leave har
on tha sidelines, Now I, personally, would vrobably have besn
tick#lad to death to have a chance o get out of dencing, I
do hope the %to& is much better by this tims.

Our lives have been moving along in much the seme way
a8 bafore, This week has basn a qulet ona. Saturday we want
ovér to the beach sariier than we sver hnd before - at 12:30 on
Satgrday - and hrd lunch there lnstend of sating at home Tirst.
It proved to be & big success, No ona slse we knew was thare
thet night, so we just sat out onm the front voreh and watchad
light olouds seoot in front of the stars, It was really lovely;
so much batter than going to the dance, staying up too late
end perhaps having a hangover the next day, Sunday we had over,
besides Bill Bruns and his girl, Pat Thompson, threes doctors from
the Rockefsllar Institute., Two of them ars remaining in Lagos
%o continue their research in yellow fever, They were here
before during the twenties and sarly thirties, and the bulldings
they bullt have besn uesed and kevt In reprir by the locel medical
department, The other was the herd of ths whole research staff
in Africa, Dr, Mahaffey. He has been living in Kenya for some
tome bul was formerly in Lagos and knows many veopvle here. We
liked the dooctors very much; they ware 2 Jolly addition to the
varty and we are glad they are going to be in town.

We had a2 whola succassion of quiet &venings at homs
during the first part of the week, but we had a smell party last
night and are going out tonight and tomowwow, Naturally, in a
town where women are so acarce, Philinda is in great demand, and
thet largely explains why we ara so busy.

Andy Lynch went up to Accra November 22nd, and since
then I have been 1In chargs of the office. Perhaps fortunately
for me, nothing of tremendous importance has come up, Still, we
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have besn qulte busy what with one thing are enother, and I have
enjoyed being my own boss for & change., Thls 1s ths longest time
I havse sver been in charge of the office. ' 0fflicially, of course,
Andy 1les still in charge, ns the mechanism for formally turing over
the office to someone slse is =0 cumbasrsome that it ie only

done when absolutely necessary, After he had been in Acera for
a while, we heard that the Consular Agent in Frasetown was sick
and would not be able to carry out the registration of Ameriean
males residing abroad who had not previously been registered

for the draft. So Andy took off for Freetown, and the last word
wa had was that he thought he might be delayed there for some
little time. A nsew man ls goling to relieve Nlelssn, the Agent,
and as soon as he gets there, Andy will be rslisved.

As a matter of faet, it is an sxcellent idea for some
oné from hare to visit Fredtown more often than we have in the
pasgt.s’ Ths last tims snyone from thils office was thers was when
Harold Shentz passed through there on his way herse in June, 1942,
Our knowledge of that area 1is about nil, I think someons should
g€o up and spend a couple of weeks at least twice 2 year, 1if not
oftenar. Ths trouble 1s, Freetown is such a dump nobody wants
to go thare if they can possibly help it.

Tomorrow a man nemed MacChesney, the head of the
American Economic Misslion to Dakar 1s comling here with his
Britlish opposite number. I will »ut him up in Andy's houss
eveh though Andy isn't here, and will do ths best I ean to ses
that everything goss smoothly. He will only be here four days,
I am hoping that he will arrive in tims for lunch, but ons
naver knows when anyone will arrive.

My vlans for supplise and things ars still confused
by not knowing when or whaere I am going when I lesave hare,
I have raceivaed word that my food ordsr has bssen shippidd and
with luck will arrive within aix weeks, I do not know whether
or not I-will bse herse to receive them, but there should bs no
trouble about dlsposing of them, ?%E”OUI& like very much %o have
e couple more peirs of those Air- ‘liehtwelght pajamas 1f leoua/
thers are still any around. Thay are far and away the bast
thing out hsere, although the cloth 1s so light they do not
last long under the violent ministrations of the washman, Those
you sént me last year ars cflraady beginning to @o, and the onss
from the previous year can no longer be worn. We also nesd
some Kolynos toothpaste. The Department still says they will
gend small parcsels by sea pouch. Thsey heve made up an instruction
shast showing just what you can send. I you don't have onms,
I'm sure Perry Jester would be glad to get one and send it to
you,

I eam most pleased to hear about Mel's successes in
the musical world. She certalnly is most talented, and I hove
the blg appearance will be & triumph. I guess that's about 2ll
for now, ¥?& are both well and send you all our love,

(- ¥ s

As aver, . ldut
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